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possible in the case of Java. The following account of Balinese
religion should, therefore, be regarded more as a supplement
to the sketch we have drawn above than as an independent
picture.

The Balinese mind is strongly dominated by a religious feeling
inasmuch as they have a strong belief in the unbounded influence
of gods and Butas, Le. good and evil spirits, over the entire destiny
of man. Their whole life may almost be described as an unceasing
struggle to befriend the former and to appease the Matter. The
religious performances thus occupy a prominent place in Balinese
life, and their ultimate object may be described as honouring the
gods and ancestors and propitiating the evil spirits. The Balinese
worship may be divided into two classes, domestic and public. The
most important in the first category is Surya-Sevana or worship of
Siva as Surya (Sun). The following account of an actual perfor-
mance given by an eye-witness may serve as an apt illustration.

"The Padanda (priest) is clothed in white, with the upper part of the body
naked, after the Balinese-Indian manner. He sits with his face to the east* and
has before him a board upon which stand several small vessels containing water
and flowers, some grains of rice, a pan with fire (dhvpa-pdtra) and a bell. He
then mumbles, almost inaudibly, some words or prayers from Vedas (sic), dipping
the flowers into the water and waving them and a few grains of rice before him
(towards the east) with the forefinger and thumb of his right hand, whilst at the
same tune he holds up the pan containing fire. After having proceeded with his
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prayers for somq time, during which he makes all kinds of motions with his fingers
and turns his rosary, he appears to be inspired by the deity ; Siva has, as it were,
entered into him; this manifests itself in convulsions of the body, which grow
laaore and more severe, and then gradually cease. The deity having thus entered
into him, he no longer sprinkles the water and flowers towards the east alone, but
also towards Ms own body, in order to pay homage to the deity which has passed
into it- The bells are not used in the ordinary daily worship, but only at the
fufl and new moons and cremations."

In addition to Surya-Sevana, there are other domestic religious
ceremonies of the type described in the Grihya-Siitras, performed on
important occasions of a man's life, such as the birth of a child ; the
Gritting of the navel-string ; the name-giving ceremony ; the piercing
of tbe ears-; marriage ; death ; funeral ; birthdays of family members;
and also on occasions of illness, beginning 6f harvest etc.

Each house has got a domestic chapel where daily worship is
offered to the tutelary deities with flowers and delicacies. These
are prepared by the ladies of the family who bring them to the
chapels and reverently deposit them before the god. The chapel is
usually enclosed by a wall, along the side of which are* wooden or
stone niches dedicated to particular gods who receive occasional
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